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Welcome New Members!
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A horse's teeth occupy more space in its head than its brain?





Horses are not color-blind?





Horses have memories that put elephants to shame?





The height measurement of a “hand” is 4 inches. That's because it was considered to be the width of an “average” man’s hand across the knuckles.





Adult male horses generally have 40 teeth, but females only 36?





Barley is thought to be the first grain to be domesticated, and probably the first to be fed to horses?





The sequence of the horse's footfalls at the walk was correctly described by Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) in the 4’th century B.C.





Selective horse breeding has been practiced by the Arab tribes since at least the 7’th century?





Caspian ponies probably existed in Mesopotamia in 3000 B.C.





The Clydesdales became the Anheuser-Busch symbol on April 7, 1933?





A colt pixie is believed to be a spirit horse which lures mortal horses into bogs?





In Greco-Roman myth, donkeys are a symbol of lust.





The oldest horse on record is Old Billy. Foaled in 1760, he died at age 62 in 1822. He was a draft cross bred in Woolston, Britain.





Women rode astride until the 15’th century, then followed the period of sidesaddle.





The Celts were using nailed-on horseshoes by the 5’th or 6’th century B.C.





An ancient practice is putting a horse's shoes on backwards - toe to heels - to mislead a pursuing enemy. It was used in the 11’th century by King Alphonso in his escape from the Moorish King Ali Maymon of Toledo, Spain; in 1303 by Robert the Bruce in his escape from King Edward; and in 1530 by Duke Christopher of Wuurtemburg in his escape from Emperor Charles V. And if you believe the movies, it was a common practice in the Old West.





The word “farrier” – “one who shoes horses” - comes from the Latin ferririus, "iron worker" �  


�                     The statements above are excerpted from the wonderful book, 


                                  Horse Trivia: A Hippofile's Delight, by Deborah Eve Rubin. ��








Thank you to our Lifetime Members!





Cat Ballew     Randy Smith   Jan Loveless        Catrina Swenson





Jennifer Williams        Spencer Williams     Jodi Mullins








Volunteers Needed





Although the Bluebonnet Horse Expo is still months away, we're already hard at work to make 2009's Expo the best yet!  Elizabeth is contacting potential clinicians to line up another fantastic schedule.  I know she'll do a fabulous job! 





NOW - we also need vendors and sponsors.  ANYONE can be a sponsor - sponsorships start at just $25.  The sponsorship costs help pay for the facility, advertising, etc. - in short, they enable us to put together a great event to raise even more money for BEHS.  Vendor space starts at $50 - and we welcome any horse/ranch-related vendors (including tack, equipment, art, home decor, jewelry, etc.). 


You can download a sponsorship form at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bluebonnethorseexpo.com/sponsors.htm" \t "_blank" �http://www.bluebonnethorseexpo.com/sponsors.htm� and a vendor form at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bluebonnethorseexpo.com/vendors.htm" \t "_blank" �http://www.bluebonnethorseexpo.com/vendors.htm� 





ALSO - I need you all to talk to people in your area about becoming an Expo sponsor.  Depending on their sponsorship level, sponsors receive various forms of advertising.  We have several hundred people from multiple states come to the Expo, plus the rescue's website gets about 5,000 - 6,000 website hits per month and the Expo website gets several hundred hits per month. Becoming an Expo sponsor is a GREAT way to get your company's name out in front of people!  If you are able and willing to talk to local businesses, please email me for an Expo sponsorship package. 





Working together, we can make this an even better Expo than before!   Jenn


********************************************************************************************************************************


I've got a press release we're sending out to newspapers.  I need volunteers who can email and/or fax the press release out. 


I also need a volunteer to help build a list of newspapers in Arkansas and one to do a list of newspapers in Oklahoma.  I can give you some directions on how to do this.


If you can help with any of the above, please email me!   Jenn
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Did You Know?





Horses don't have a gallbladder?





In the wild, foals will suckle until they are a year old, and sometimes longer?





The horse has the largest eyes of any land animal?








BEHS Rx





If you need to give your horse Banamine, please do not give it in the �muscle, but have your vet give it IV.  Given in the muscle there is a risk �that your horse could have a clostridial infection that can result in death �if not treated quickly.  Banamine is not an alcohol-based drug and because �it is given in large doses, bacteria can interact and cause infection.  Only �medical professionals should be giving IV meds, so if your vet needs to �leave some Banamine for you to administer, either ask for the paste or  squirt the liquid into your horse’s mouth.  It will have the same effect as �being given in the muscle, without the risk of any problems caused by �infection. 








Currently A&M is teaching to never give Banamine IM and there are many doctors that now support the same idea.  It does not happen every time it is administered, but please play it safe and don’t run the risk of it happening to your horse.  I have seen a few horses with the reaction and it is not a pretty sight. The following disclosure message is off the Intervet Schering-Plough Animal Health website: 





ADVERSE REACTIONS: In horses, isolated reports of local reactions following intramuscular injection, particularly in the neck, have been received. These include localized swelling, sweating, induration, and stiffness. In rare �instances in horses, fatal or nonfatal clostridial infections or other infections have been reported in association with intramuscular use of BANAMINE Injectable Solution. In horses and cattle, rare instances of anaphylactic-like reactions, some of which have been fatal, have been reported, primarily following intravenous use. 








Upcoming Events





Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society Annual Members Meeting


�February 21, 2009 from noon till whenever at Ralph and Loretta Pinnell's Favoring Wind Ranch in Rosharon, Texas.  For lunch, we're going to do a pot-luck and BEHS will provide the main course.  Please RSVP if you would like to attend and indicate what you will be bringing.  � 





Houston Area Get-together 





The Houston members of Bluebonnet are going to get together on Saturday, February 13 for dinner.  This isn't a working meeting or anything - just a fun social event where we can chat, get to know each other, etc.  We'll be �doing dinner at Carrabba's Italian Grill at 11339 Katy Freeway in Houston, Texas at about 5:30.  For those who would like to go, Charlotte's Saddlery is just down the road at 11623A Katy Freeway.  I'm going to go there first �(around 4) to do some shopping and then head over to Carrabba's.   Please let me know if you would like to attend - and feel free to bring friends to introduce them to BEHS. 





Jenn





North Texas Meeting


The N. Texas meeting is for East Texas, West Texas, Middle Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and anyone wanting to attend. It is Sat. Jan. 31st at 1pm. Lunch served. 


�Please come and add your ideas and resources to help us grow. 





means to help us grow please email or call me. �If every member put out just two posters about our rescue we would grow, or invited 1 person to join us. You can make a difference. 


�Pamela D. 








Featured Story





  One Step at a Time: Kaluha’s Story


	Thinking back as far as I can remember, my dream was always that of every young girl – to have a wild mustang.  Now years later, as I meet my first foster horse, I know my dream is coming true.  Kaluha is my very own wild mustang – battered, frightened, and scarred from being saddled with no blanket.  His legs quiver uncontrollably as my husband Jim loads him in the trailer.  


	My visions of galloping toward the sunset slam into harsh reality when Kaluha meets the rest of my herd.  It’s not long before he is sporting two bare skin hoof prints on one side of his rump and two on the other.  As I check him every hour that first night, my haunting doubts whisper, “Did I do the right thing for Kaluha and my horses?”  


	My long vigil ended, night melts away and joy comes with the morning.  Despite his fears, Kaluha actually comes into the barn and takes a peppermint treat from my hand.  He eats his breakfast and when the other horses flop down outside, he peacefully lies beside them – proof that the entire herd is relaxing.  I realize that I’ve traded my dream of sunset gallops for a slow process where victory comes one step at a time.


That first week I work on gradually stroking the right side of his neck back to his withers.  That’s as far as he’ll let me go for now, but I’m grateful for each positive step.  He presses his nose against me and whooshes down into my pocket.  Eureka! He’s found my secret stash of peppermint treats.  When I open the barn door to let him out to pasture, he stays with me instead of racing off.  Maybe it’s just the treats, or maybe he really is starting to trust me a little.		








Featured Story (continued)





	Steps forward, however, are inevitably followed by leaps backwards.  There are times when the abuse Kaluha has suffered oozes out of him like sweat, saturating all I try to accomplish.  Confident with his progress, I decide he’s ready for training in the round pen.  Kaluha follows my tantalizing pocket of 


	








treats into the pen, but when I close the gate, he becomes a coiled spring of tension.  He paces, circles, and paces the other way, inconsolable.  Finally I surrender on one knee in the middle of the pen and we stare at each other, deadlocked.  His look cries, “You’re rushing me!  Please don’t make me do this right now!”  I open the gate and he bolts for his life.


	I give him space, anxiously wondering how much damage I’ve done.  After he calms down, he walks over to stand with me.  I remember the words of a wise trainer who told me to approach Kaluha as if he is the Lord’s horse and I am just helping care for him.  I softly lay my hand in his scars and pray the gentle touch will wash away the lingering stench of abuse.  


	One sunny day several weeks later, Jim ropes Kaluha.  Once roped, he’s unusually submissive and although his legs tremble, he allows us to remove the halter that he’s been wearing for weeks.  He anxiously inspects each brush, but when he feels our soft strokes he licks his lips as if to say, “Ahhh, that feels good.”  Although I hate to see him afraid, I know we must tackle the things he fears in order to get him safely through them.  We set him free and he perks up, whooshing into my pocket.  Now that’s what I want him to worry about – how many treats I’m smuggling!


	The next morning after feeding I reluctantly leave the barn and head to my car.  During the long commute I reflect on the slow patient steps that have already brought my mustang so far.  As I run into work something jingles in my coat pocket.  I reach in and pull out a few peppermint treats.  What could be better – a pocketful of horse treats and dreams coming true!





                                                             - THE END -


Kaluha is a mustang from the New Pass / Ravenswood herd in Nevada.  He was fostered by Ann Souders through 





BEHS in 2007.








