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There are some local people

who have adopted or provide
foster homes for rcscusd horses

with the help of The Bluebon-
net EqLine Hunane Society.

Margaret Drake, of Glen Rose,

has adopted 2 beautiful Arabia
lvho had been a part of 58 horses

seized in Hopkirs County, Texas,

in May, 2009. Margarct decided

to adopt rescu€ ho.ses because

she has Fscucd dogs and had a

strong passion about helping all
unwanted animals ber eniire life.
Miss Elie is a gcntle and bea ii-
li1 horse and Margaret says Miss
Elli€'s disposition is very sweet.

Susan wilson, of Eulogy, fos-

teIS rescue horses and is on drc

Board of Directors of The Bluc-
bonnet Dquine Humane Sociery.

Susan says she has ahrq's had a

passion for horses and had been

involved in rescue of companion

animais, so this was a natural

thing lor her. She cunently has

four foster horses in addition to
her own four ho.ses- They arc Ad-

iva, a 7 year old bay Arab marc
who was in tlte sane h€rd as Mar-
garet's horses, Lonc Starlett and

Sundance Kidd, two quader-t?e
solrel yearlings and Latte, a cre-
nel1o mare. Adiva, who was part
of a seizxre i. Johson County,
won the BEHS tsaining challenge

at their Expo last fall.
In drc last 12 years, she has bad

12 foster horses. Susan commenn

ed, "lt is especially grati&iog to
tak€ in a malnoudshed't touch-

able" and to ivitness ihe transfor-

matiotr sone goceries and atten-

tion can makc." She went on to
say, "Thc only obstacle or down-
side I encoun er is the realization

that ounently we must tum alvay

horses in need due to insufficient
mnnber of fostcr hom€s and re-

The Bluebonnet Equine Hu-
mane Sociery is an organization

which r€scues horses and other
equin€s throughout T€xas and Ar-
kansas who are neglected and or
abused. Tbe slate ofTexas defines

abrse as 'unnecessatily depriving
an animal of foo4 water or n€c-

essary care. Also hoffes lhat ar€

ovenvorked ff beaten may also

be considered abused'.

The BEHS was founded in
March, 2005, by a group ofhone
enihusiasts who saw a need in the

arca ofhorse rescue. the Sooiety

has ov€r 600 menbers. BEHS
works widr law enforcenent of-
ficials tkoughout the state to
investigale reports of neglected,

abus€d or abandoned horscs,

educate owners and retuove and

rehabiiitate horses.

BEHS has worked with be-

tween 50 and 60 counties, shel-

r€rs and cities. som€ bale con-

tacted d1e group direcily and

som€ were coniacted by then.
In one case, BEHS provided hay
for arother .escuet seizure of
125 equines and the organization
took lhe lead in the seizure of 58

horses in Hopkhs Couty, Texas.

in May, 2009. This was the ser
zwe tl1at Margarct Drake's horses

ad one ofSusan Wilson's horses

To date the BEHS has taken in
over 450 horses and placed nearly

300 with adopte$. On tireir web-

site at $'\a'w.blueboruetequine-

org they state, "We firmiy bel;evc

that if you teach p€ople to takc

carc of their horses, you can de-

clease rcglect due to ifporance.
The ircrease in abrndoned hoffes
is due to a combination of ihe

economy and s€1,erc drcught that
plagued nlLlch of Texas in 2009.

With the higher price of hay .nd
p€ople losingjobs and taking pay

culs, more people have been u-
able ro alTord feeding the;r ani-

Tqp. lei: .La4e. Boftot4, left:.MXs
EIie. Top Right: Adiv.L Botont
Right: Double bouble! These

ho5es arc just a lew of the tes.ued
etaine that a.e hnDDv ahd healthv

TheBEHS is primarily a volun-
teer-run group. They have room
for everyone, whether you have a
lot ofhorse experie.€eorjust like
horses in general. There is also a
foster program where horses are

placed widr BEHS rnembers to be

car€d ibr md rehabilitai€d until a
p€manent home is found.

Fu,ndraising is a n€cessary part
of the Societ with the maior
event for BEHS is th€ Bluebon-
ner Horse Expo held amually in
Austin, Texas. They are able to
showcase the foster horses avail-
able for adoption and €ducale

tl]€ public with ciinicians, ridins
demonstrations and a '?arade of
Breads" BEHS me.nben also set

up booths ?t area expos and horse

slows to pronote awareness of
ho$e adoprio& attract memb€r-

slip and Iaise flnds fiom dona-

tioN and sales of cefain iterns.

For anyone interested in the

Bluebonnet Equ;ne Hunane So-

ciety go to ltww.bluebonnete-
quine.org for more infornation.


