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Policy

Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society, Inc.’s (BEHS) policy is to safely evacuate the organization’s foster and/or adopted horses and other equine animals in times of natural or man-made disasters (hurricanes, floods, wild fires, etc.).  The organization’s policy is also to assist the members and owners of other equine animals in affected area as permitted. This will be accomplished by utilizing a network of trailering volunteers, foster homes and other holding facilities.

Procedure

The Evacuation Coordinator (EC) will monitor weather conditions and will alert the Board of Directors (BOD) to possible emergency conditions.  The BOD will either decide to monitor the situation or will vote to issue an Evacuation Order.  The BOD may issue an Evacuation Order for BEHS equine animals prior to any announcements from Government Agencies.  

The Evacuation Order will be mandatory for all equine animals in foster homes in the affected area.  While BEHS cannot order foster homes to evacuate along with their foster horses, the organization will strongly encourage the foster home to evacuate for their own safety.

Once the BOD decides to issue an Evacuation Order, the President (or acting President) of the organization will call the EC.  Together, they will determine which foster equine animals are located in area covered by the Evacuation Order.  The EC will call those foster homes to inform them of the Evacuation Order.  At that time, the EC will determine whether the foster home will be able to evacuate their foster animals.  If so, the EC will find out when the foster home will evacuate and where their foster animals will be moved to.  

The EC will also contact adopted homes to determine if they need assistance evacuating their equine animals.  If trailering space is limited, priority will be given to foster equine animals, then to adoptive equine animals, then to equine animals owned by BEHS members and finally to equine animals owned by members of the general public.

The EC will plan evacuations for animals whose foster homes cannot trailer/move them.  The EC will locate foster homes or holding facilities to move each equine to and will locate a volunteer who can trailer the animals.

The EC will maintain a listing of all evacuated animals including their BEHS information, information on who evacuated the animals and when, and contact information to the place the animals were moved to.

The EC will compile and maintain a database to expedite evacuations.  This database will include:  


· A list of facilities and foster homes who can house additional equine during emergencies.

· Contact information for trailering volunteers.

· Contact information for the foster and or adoptive homes located in areas known to be prone to evacuations.

Foster homes will complete the necessary documents as detailed in the evacuation plan and assure the information is sent with the equine when it is temporarily relocated during this time.  

No animal will return to the foster home until such time that the BOD and evacuation coordinator have agreed that the emergency situation has ended.

The Treasurer or Secretary of BEHS shall maintain backup copies of all equine records.
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