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Policy

It is the policy of Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society to maintain a training fund in order to secure professional training for the horses, mules, and donkeys in the rescue.

The objective of the Training Fund is to place equines which need training with professional trainers to correct behavioral problems, get them started under saddle, or provide them additional training so they can be safe for intermediate riders.  

Procedure

Each BEHS foster homes will evaluate each equine which comes into their care and send a report (Appendix 1) to the BEHS Foster Coordinator.  The Foster Coordinator will add information to the form from the information obtained via the equine donation contract (for donated equines).  The Foster Coordinator will review this information and determine which equines would benefit from additional training.  This would include horses with behavioral problems such as biting, kicking, bucking or rearing under saddle, equines who had not yet been started under saddle and did not tolerate saddling, bridling, and/or a rider mounting them, or equines whose training is complete and did not stop, turn, or move on cue.

Preference will be given to a foster home willing to re-foster the equine after training is completed and who will continue the training - i.e., riding, ground manners, whatever the equine learned.

Preference also will be given if a foster home is willing to transport the equine to/from the trainer, and agrees to take a lesson or lessons from the trainer while the equine is in training, in order to continue training at the foster home.

Preference will also be given to a foster home willing to contribute $50 per month to the BEHS training fund while the equine is in training to help offset the cost of feed & hay for the equine.

Providing there is sufficient funds in the training fund, the BEHS Foster Home Coordinator can send a horse, mule or donkey to training for one month providing the training fee is $500 or less.  If the Foster Home Coordinator wishes to send the horse, mule or donkey for more than one month or if the training fee will exceed $500, the Foster Home Coordinator will need a second officer’s approval.
The Foster Coordinator will contact approved trainers (those trainers who have submitted acceptable training bids and whose facilities have been inspected and approved by BEHS using the guidelines used for approving a foster home).  The equine will be sent to the closest, approved trainer who currently has an opening and can begin working with the equine.  Once the equine’s training has been completed the equine will be moved back to an approved foster home.

While a BEHS equine is in training, the Foster Coordinator is responsible for communicating with the trainer every two weeks.  During training at least one visit of the training facility should take place every month, either by the foster home or an inspector.  If at all possible the horse should be observed during a training session, and an inspection made of the equine’s stable area – stall, paddock, etc.

The adoption fees of equines which have benefited from the Training Fund will perpetuate the fund.  The adoption fees of each equine who receives professional training minus expenses incurred by that equine (purchase price if purchased at auction and any veterinary expenses) will be placed into the Training Fund to enable BEHS to provide training to additional equines.  Donations may also be designated for the Training Fund.

Sample Training Bid

From:  

To:  BEHS

This is a bid for training services for horses belonging to Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society.  Unless otherwise noted, all training will be conducted by ____________________ at _____________________________ (address above).  

Category One: Starting horses under saddle which have not previously been ridden/broke to ride and do not have severe behavioral problems (see category two).   The normal rate is $_______/month.  ___________________ will offer BEHS a _______% discount for a total of $__________ per month.

Category Two:  Retraining horses with dangerous behavioral problems (horses who buck, kick, bite, rear, etc.).  The normal rate is $______/month.  ________________ will offer BEHS a _____% discount for a total of $__________ per month.

Evaluation of New Foster Equine

Foster home information:

Name of Foster Caregiver: ________________________________________________________________

Email address of foster caregiver: _____________________________________

Phone number of foster caregiver: ____________________________________

Equine information:

Name of foster equine: ________________________________________________________________

BEHS Equine number: ______________
Date arrived: ________________

Rating basic abilities:

Rate the following on a scale of 1 (with 1 being very easy and 10 being impossible).

_______ Ability to halter when in a stall or small paddock

_______  Ability to catch and halter in a pasture or large paddock

_______ Ability to load and trailer

_______  Ability to lead

_______  Ability to stand tied

For equines that are too young to yet be rideable, skip the remainder of this section.

_______  Ability to saddle

_______  Ability to bridle

_______  Ability to longe

_______  Ability to be mounted by a rider

_______  Ability to be ridden

Behavior and knowledge while ridden:

If the equine accepts a rider, please check the following that apply.  You can also offer additional comments about any of these areas.

The equine knows how to:

_______  Walk with a rider

_______ Trot with a rider

_______  Canter with a rider

_______  Whoa/stop

_______  Neck rein

_______  Direct rein

Bad behavior checklist:

Please check any of the behaviors that the equine displays.  Please explain any incidences of any checked behaviors.  

_______ Bucks when ridden or saddled 

_______ Rears when ridden or saddled

_______ Bites

_______ Kicks

_______ Strikes

_______ Other (describe)

Please give any additional information about the equine that can help us determine the equine’s abilities and whether or not the equine qualifies for additional training via the Training Fund:

Please indicate which of the following applies:

______   I agree to foster this equine after the completion of training, and will either ride it or continue the training on the issues worked with by the trainer (whichever applies).

______   I am willing to donate $50 per month to the BEHS training fund while the equine is in training.

_______  I will take at least one lesson with the trainer to learn how to ride the equine (or work with it to continue training on the issues worked with by the trainer).

______  I can transport the equine to & from the trainer  at my expense
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