Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society, Inc.

PO Box 632

College Station, TX 77481-0632
[image: image1.jpg]


(888) 542 5163

www.bluebonnetequine.org


Policy and Procedures Manual

	Seizure Policy
	Policy Number 23

	Effective: April 12, 2005
	


Policy

Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society, Inc.’s (BEHS) policy is to work with law enforcement agencies to seize (remove) horses and other equines from neglectful or abusive owners.

Procedure

BEHS will investigate reports of neglect or abuse in accordance with the Abuse/Neglect Investigations Policy.  

When a volunteer investigator can verify any of the following conditions, we consider a case legitimate:

· Equines in Body Condition score of 3.0 or lower.

· Absence of evidence of adequate food.

· Absence of evidence of adequate water.

· Evidence of untreated medical conditions.

When BEHS determines that a case is legitimate, the Neglect Committee Chairperson shall assign a Case Worker.  The Case Worker will contact the sheriff’s office or police department where the equines are located.  The Case Worker will provide the officer with a Neglect Investigations Report along with photographs and offer the assistance of BEHS.  Assistance may include:

· Visiting the property along with an officer or animal control to better evaluate the situation.

· Working with an officer or animal control to educate the owners so that they can improve the conditions of their equines.

· Catching equines during the seizure.

· Documenting the conditions of the equines and the property during a seizure.

· Loading and trailering seized equines.

· Holding the equines until the court date.

· Providing necessary medical care for seized horses.

· Providing veterinarian examinations of seized horses as well as documentation of all veterinary examinations and veterinary work performed.

· Documenting any changes in their equines’ conditions while they’re being held pending a hearing or trial.

· Providing a written affidavit from the veterinarian(s) who examined the equine and provided any medical care.

· Providing testimony from the BEHS volunteers who initially investigated the case, those who attended the seizure, and the Case Worker.

BEHS will maintain an itemized account of all costs incurred while investigating the neglect report, during the seizure, while holding the equines, and while preparing for court.  

Costs for seizure:

· Catching/Loading/Trailering:  $50/equine

· Board:  $10/day/equine

· Fuel or mileage

· Phone calls

· Film and development

· Supplies for seizure

· Veterinary examinations and treatment

· Statements from experts

· All other expenses incurred

If the court remands custody of the equines to BEHS or if custody is remanded to animal control authorities who turn custody of the equines over to BEHS or if the equines’ owners surrender the equines to BEHS, then BEHS agrees to:

· Waive all fees incurred by BEHS on behalf of the equines to date unless the courts decide to order the horses’ owners to pay restitution as provided by the law.

· Assume all financial support of the equines from that date forward.

· Rehabilitate the equines.

· Place the equines in approved adoptive homes once rehabilitated.

· Provide follow up to insure that the equines have been placed into homes that provide proper care.

If the equines are awarded to another non-profit organization, sent to auction, given back to the owners, or ordered euthanized, the county will pay all costs associated with the seizure and care of the horses.

When working with animal control, sheriff’s offices, or police departments to perform seizures, BEHS requires:

· the offices communicate promptly with BEHS regarding any changes in the status of the seized animals.

· the offices communicate with BEHS as to billing procedures to expedite the payment of expenses on a monthly basis. 
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