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Policy

Because Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society takes in horses with unknown histories, the organization may occasionally find itself with a horse displaying dangerous behavior.  BEHS will handle such incidents in accordance with the below procedure.
Procedure

Any foster home that is concerned that his/her foster horse is displaying dangerous behavior must contact the Foster Home Coordinator.  Upon receiving such a report, the Foster Home Coordinator will gather as much information about the horse’s behavior and circumstances surrounding the behavior as possible.  The Foster Home Coordinator will then identify an appropriate experienced BEHS Foster Home who is willing to take the horse and will arrange to move the horse to that home.  

If the second, experienced foster home agrees that the horse is displaying dangerous behavior, the following will be done:

· A veterinarian will examine the horse to determine if there are physical issues that could be contributing to the dangerous behavior.  Any procedures conducted during that examination must be approved by the Foster Home Coordinator.

· If the veterinarian finds a physical cause for the behavior, the Foster Home Coordinator will discuss treatment options and costs and determine how to proceed in accordance with the Veterinary Procedure and Financial Limits Policies.  If the horse’s physical condition cannot be treated within the bounds of the Financial Limits Policy, the Foster Home Coordinator and President/Executive Director will discuss euthanasia in accordance with the Euthanasia Policy.

· If the veterinarian does not discover a physical reason for the behavior, the Foster Home Coordinator will arrange for the horse to spend a week with a professional trainer for further evaluation.  The trainer will report his or her findings to the Foster Home Coordinator.

· If the professional trainer agrees that the horse is dangerous and cannot be cured of his dangerous behavior, the Foster Home Coordinator and President/Executive Director will discuss euthanasia in accordance with the Euthanasia Policy.

· If the professional trainer feels the behavior is curable with professional training, the Foster Home Coordinator and President/Executive Director will discuss putting the horse in training provided there is money in the training fund and that the trainer believes the horse’s behavior is curable with a reasonable amount of training (one to three months).  If the rescue does not have money available or the horse will require extensive professional training, the Foster Home Coordinator and President/Executive Director will discuss euthanasia in accordance with the Euthanasia Policy.
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