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Policy

Bluebonnet Equine Humane Society, Inc.’s (BEHS) policy is to humanely euthanize equines under the following conditions.

Procedure

Life Threatening Emergency:

· A life threatening emergency is a fatal injury or condition (such as a severe colic) that causes severe pain that cannot be reasonably relieved.

· The foster home will first attempt to contact the BEHS Emergency Contact person.  The BEHS Emergency Contact person can authorize euthanasia of the equine. The Emergency Contact number is included in the Foster Home Welcome Letter and sent to the BEHS Foster List monthly.  If the BEHS Emergency Contact person authorizes euthanasia, they shall email the Horse Records Manager to inform them of the date, approximate time and reason euthanasia was authorized.
· If the foster home cannot reach the BEHS Emergency Contact Person then they must try to contact an officer or director by telephone.  All officer and director phone numbers may be found in the New Member Letter and on the BEHS website.  If a BEHS Officer or Director authorizes euthanasia, they shall email the Horse Records Manager to inform them of the date, approximate time and reason euthanasia was authorized.
· If the foster home cannot contact the BEHS Emergency Contact person or an officer or director of BEHS and has left a message for the emergency contact person, and if the veterinarian feels that the equine needs to be euthanized immediately, the foster home may authorize euthanasia.  The foster home must send emails and/or call and leave a message within four (4) hours for the BEHS Emergency Contact and at least one other officer of BEHS to inform them of the event and euthanasia. 

· The Foster Home Coordinator will send a notice of euthanasia in a Life Threatening Emergency to the Board of Directors within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the report.

Non-Life Threatening Emergency:

· A non-life emergency is a situation in which the equine’s quality of life is deteriorating due to a chronic disease, old age, lameness, or other condition.  Discomfort and pain can be temporarily mediated through medications.

· A veterinarian will examine the equine and a report of the equine’s condition and prognosis will be forwarded to the BEHS Emergency Contact or President/Executive Director of BEHS.
· The Foster Home Coordinator and President/Executive Director will discuss the horse’s case and decide whether or not to euthanize the horse.

· In the event of a non-life-threatening emergency when a veterinarian is consulted and recommends euthanasia is necessary immediately to relieve suffering (such as an aged or emaciated horse who is down and cannot rise or a neurological problem), the Emergency Contact Person or another officer/director of BEHS may authorize immediate euthanasia.  In this event, the person authorizing euthanasia must email the Horse Records manager with the date, approximate time, and reason for euthanasia.
· If the Foster Home Coordinator and President/Executive Director do not agree on whether or not to euthanize the equine, then the case must be presented to the Officers of BEHS.  Decision will be reached by a simple majority.

· If a decision by the President/Executive Director and Foster Home Coordinator or simple majority of the Offices is made to euthanize the equine, the foster home will then arrange to have the equine humanely euthanized by a veterinarian.  

· Records of the discussion and vote to euthanize shall be placed in the equine’s permanent file and sent to the Board of Directors.
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